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The Implementation Approach, Inherent Logic and Policy Direction of Universalization of Higher Education in China:
from the Perspective of Historical Sociology
ZHOU Liangkui & GU Yongan
(Institute of Education, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Research Office (Department of Development Planning),
Taizhou University; Research Center of Applied Colleges, Changshu Institute of Technology, Changshu 215500)

Abstract: Understanding the distinctive implementation approach of universalization of Chinese higher education is the
premise to grasp the inherent logic of its development.The article comprehensively uses two narrative ways of structure/mechanism
and time series to investigate the implementation approach and process characteristics of universalization of Chinese higher
education.The result shows that the universalization of higher education in China was realized in the ways of catching up, jumping,
expanding and pressure, and was influenced by factors such as ideology legitimacy mechanism, path dependence of top—down
reform led by the government, misreading and misuse of Trow’s three—stage theory of higher education development, as well as the
national tradition of valuing education and the demand side quality position. Consequently, there is a lot of tension between the
regulation power and the endogenous power, the normal governance and the abnormal governance, the quantity goal and the quality
goal of higher education.Therefore, the higher education policy design in the universalization stage should take the improvement of
quality and the promotion of diversified development as the value indicator, promote the construction of governance system
conducive to endogenous development with the rule of law in education, improve the coordination mechanism of government policy
guidance and market independent regulation, and establish an accountability mechanism that focuses on improving university
capacity and education quality.

Keywords: higher education, universalization, popularization, path dependence
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